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The members of Rivers Alliance of Connecticut are truly wonderful. In

this very difficult year, they have stepped forward to help. As you readers

know, we are a small, lean organization. A recession is a major threat.

Many of our members cannot give as they did last year, and a few envi-

ronmental grantors have gone out of business. But we have not lost

members; we have gained. And while some donations have decreased,
some have increased. So what is Rivers Alliance doing with your dollars?

Herebs a news

updat e.

Stream Gages Saved (Probably)

Emergency calls came in to our office this spring urging us to help save
i cal Surveybds (USGS)

the US Geol og

pollution, design infrastructure, track fishing and
boating conditions, and plan for lotgrm water
allocation. They are used by environmentalists to
make the case for conservation and restoration of
water resources.

Funding had been in the
was cut in half in the
$200,000 to $100,000. According to USGS, this
cut would mean that some 14 of the 25 water
science gages would have to be closed down.
This would be a major setback.

Rivers Allianceds campai

elicited an enormous response with more than 30
groups and individuals representing thousands of
Connecticut residents signing on to help. The
supporters include water utilities, watershed
groups, state agencies, statiele environmental
organizations (Sierra Club and The Nature
Conservancy were especially helpful), and many

indivddualg o Th& breadth asdtdepth afrauppot g e s
The particular gages at risk are the 25 that are funded in a partnership be- persuaded legislative leadership to restore fund-
tween USGS and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). These ing for stream gages in the budget that passed and
particular gages are especially important for vital science data. They are was sent to the governor.

used to estimate natural flows, predict droughts and floods, monitor
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Hammerling Accepts Clyde O. Fisher, Jr. Award
for CT Forest & Park Association

s Message

The Connecticut Bar
ronmental Law Section selected the Con-
necticut Forest & Park Association
(CFPA) as the 2009 organizational recipi-
ent of its Clyde O. Fisher, Jr. Awardhe
Award, named for the late conservationist

Clyde O. Fisher, Jr.

recognize individuals or entities which
have made significant contributions to the
preservation or enhancement of environ-
mental quality through work in the field

of environmental law, environmental pro-

AFPAlisa tEixerrad iy iDi recto

ling. Also providing remarks at the ceremony on
June 28 was CFPA Board Member and conserva-
tion hero, Russell BrennemaMr. Brenneman,
coincidentally, was the first winner ever of the
Clyde O. Fisher, Jr. Award for his outstanding
cqreer ojenvirenmental aghigvgments, Margaget
Miner, Executive Director of Rivers Alliance of
CT, won this prestigious award in 2008.

CFPA is one of the nati
conservation organizations. The first members

tection, or envir on mdangedogefgrin 4893 tesgue Fonnecticut's

Accepting the Award on behalf of CFPA
was Rivers Alliance Board President and

forests from runaway fires and excessive timber

harvesting. The organization went on to promote
(Continued on page)3
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Rivers Alliance
of Connecticu

Rivers Alliance of Connecticut, Inc., is the

only statewide nonprofit dedicated to protejct-
ing and enhancing Con
streams, and watersheds. Our members gre

individuals, organizations, and corporations
concerned with the health and protection df
our rivers and water resources in general.
We were founded in 1992 to promote and

support environmentally sound state policigs,
assist the stateds [ma

groups, and educate the public about the

importance of water conservation and aqutic

habitat protection We are governed by ou
Board of Directors with regular guidance apd
comment from the Housatonic Valley Assd
ciation, the Connecticut River Watershed
Council, the Farmington River Watershed
Association, and other watershed organizg
tions in Connecticut.

Funding for Rivers Alliance is received from
our members, grants, and special events.
Membership categories are: Individuals and
Families: $35.00; Nonprofit Organizations::[
$50.00; Patrons: $50.00; Sponsors: $100.
Businesses: $250.00; Sustainers: $250.00]
Benefactors: $500; Guardians: $1000.00.
(Membership donations, comments, and
letters to the editor can be mailed to: River
Alliance, P.O. Box 1797, Litchfield CT
06759, email rivers@riversalliance.org, or
call (860) 3619349.

(2]

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eric Hammerling, President
Jim Creighton, Vice President
David Bingham, Secretary
James Mclnerney, Treasurer
William Anthony
Eileen Fielding
Megan Hearne
Martin Mador
Dwight Merriam
David Radka
Marc Taylor
Lynn Werner
Richard Windels

STAFF
Margaret Miner, Executive Director
Rose Guimaraes, Development Director &
Newsletter Editor
Amanda Branson, Programs Associate
Tony Mitchell, Website Manager

0;

THE PRESI DENTO |

Dear Supporters of Rivers Alliance:
necticutods rivers,

2009 has been a tough year for many-posfits, but at Rivers Alliance of
Connecticut we are frankly too busy doing outstanding conservation work to

be overly concerned. As youbol | 5 e e
gfjortg, that.Margaget Mipgry Rose Guijmaraes, and Amanda Branson are |ead-
ing at the Legislature, at the state agency level, and at the town level on pehalf
of Connecticutbés rivers. As you| knc
of our communitie® they give us serenity, they give us abundant fish anfl
wildlife, they give us a place to recreate, and healthy rivers are a source pf
community pride.

As President of the Rivers Alliance Board and a strong believer in our migsion,

| ask you to consider supporting| Riv
already or i f you wouldnét mind doir
the end of August. Rivers Alliance continues to successfully beat the odgs by
conducting outstanding policy and program work on a svelte budget, but jwe
need your support to remain financially sustainable far into the future. Thank
you for joining with us in our passion for protecting and restoring healthy [riv-

ers that we all depend upon.

With much appreciation,

Eric Hammerling
President

WEDDI NG BELLSé. . (RI NG R/

Congratulations to Joe Austin and Adrian Wagner, who were married
on June 20, in Roxbury, CT. Instead of gifts, they asked their family and friends
to donate to charities they named. Rivers Alliance of Connecticut was lucky
enough to be one of the charities. Executive Director Margaret Miner attended the
wedding, which was way fun and heartwarming. Thanks, guys, and best wishes
for a long married life.

Page 2



Network Conference Focuses on Urban Rivers

Northeast Utilities generously hosted
the spring Connecticut Watershed Con-
servation Network Conference in late
April. The day began with a panel on
Urban Rivers moderated by Martha
Smith of the Yale Center for Coastal
and Watershed Systems. Urban Rivers
are so important in Connecticut. The
challenges that urban rivers face can be
useful models for rivers and organiza-
tions throughout the state.

The Urban Rivers Panel began with
Mary Moulton,Pequabuck River Wa-
tershed Associatigrdiscussing the
success of the Pequabuck River Water-
shed Association in a multbwn effort
that resulted in adoption of a watershed
-wide management plan. Communica-
tion andpartnershipsare the keys to
success in an effort like this, she said.
It is important that all parties be in-
formed of all aspects of the effort each
step of the way. The challenge will
now be to follow up with all who
adopted the management plan to make
sure ités being us

Patricia Williams Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commi ssionds
Committeedi scussed t he
million dollar bond for wastewater
processing upgrades to improve water
quality. This was the only Clean

Water Fund bond initiative to pass in
the country. The MDC attributes its

success to the large grassroots effort in
all eight towns served by the MDC.
Riverfront Recapture and the Park
River Revitalization Initiative were

both cited as successful programs be-
cause of the grassroots support they
enjoy.

Joanne Sciullisolar Youthshowed a
video produced by Solar Youth of their
environmental explorations. Solar
Youth strives to elicit interest and com-
mitment through exploration, problem
identification and problem solving.

The video segment in which the kids
lectured an older, cigaretsmoking

boy on littering and nopoint source
pollution, ended with a photo of a poor
fish with a cigarette in its mouth. Get-
ting kids involved with recreation op-
portunities, art, and events are all good
ways to build grassroots support, espe-
cially in an urban setting. It is impor-
tant to define environment broadly in
an urban setting. Three of the Solar
Youth teenage staff performed their
givebr.chant to great applause. It was
one of the highlights of the conference.

Beth Qrittora, @nraorndydvithi Skimpmary
amd Baodlvein, dfd& Gvanderful job of
introducing and giving an overview of
liability issues surrounding participa-
tory events. This is a complex problem
that so many organizations face. Ms.
Critton reminded the group that we all

manage risk all the time by weighing
value against the degree of risk. lItis
important for organizations, and indi-
viduals, to identify risk(s), avoid risk
when possible, to the extent possible, to
reduce risk through informed selection
and to inspect and inquire when appli-
cable. When organizing an event, an
organization must communicate risk
before the event and again at the event.
Liability release forms are a good idea,
even though it is unlikely that any
release would be upheld in CT courts
because it is against public policy to
allow people to sign away their rights.

It is a good idea for organizations to get
insurance to protect themselves against
liability. (The extensive handout that
accompanied this presentation is avail-
able on Rivers Al
http://lwww.riversalliance.org.) We
have received so much positive feed-
back and interest from this presentation
that Rivers Alliance is working on or-
ganizing a recreational liability confer-
ence in the future. Stay tuned for news.

Thank you again to Northeast Utilities
for hosting this conference and many
thanks to the Conference Steering
Committee for helping us put together
this event. These conferences would
not be possible without their support
and hard work.

Eric Hammerling, Accepts Clyde Fisher Awadd Continued from page 1

the creation of more than 100 state forests and parks throug
a combination of vision and practical partnerships. Starting
in 1929, CFPA developed the Bhazed Hiking Trall

System on public and private lands, a system that is familiar
to every hiker in the state. CFPA is a leader in
advocating for policies and practices to prote
woodlands, and associated waters and wildlife
In the past year, CFPA and Rivers Alliance h;
teamed up to develop links between land trail

and water trails.

FJ

W‘-

Proceeding from the

January 11, 2008 conference on
Hydropower in Connecticut and th
Northeastare now available. Pleag
contact the office (86861-9349 or §
email rivers@riversalliance.org)

if you would like to receive a copy.f&

HYDROPOWER
in Connecticut and the Northeast
January 11, 2008

Many thanks to Northeast Utilities W ;
for not only hosting the conference
but also for printing the proceedin
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RIVERS ALLIANCE WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER
DAVID RADKA

Mr. Radka has been with the ConnecticutRensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy,
Water Company since 1988, and has justNY. He is on the Advisory Board of the
finished a term as president of the Con- Connecticut Institute of Water Resources,
necticut Water Works Association. He and is chair of the Connecticut section of
has served with Rivers Alliance staff and the American Water Works Water Re-
directors on several state policy commit- sources Committee. In local government,
tees, including as echair of the Water he is vicechair of the Clinton Inland
Planning Council Advisory Group with ~ Wetlands and Conservation Commission.

RA Executive Director Margaret Miner. _ _ _ -
The Radka family enjoys boating, specifi-

His specialty at Connecticut Water is cally, spending time ¢c
remediation, protection, and developmenboats. Dominque Radka is a registered

of water resources with an emphasis on nurse and their son, Daniel, who is very
planning, as well as interaction with regu-well known among water advocates, is

latory and legislative authorities. He has naow age eight.

detailed understanding of state policies .

and laws relating to public water supply. RA Executive Director, Margaret Miner,

He has an equal understanding of sciencé 0 mme nt e d, -- staf bnd direck U s
and goals related to the environmental tors -- who have worked with David are
health of state waters. delighted he is joining our board. He
[ g brings a special combination of expertise
David Radka, New RA Director Mr. Radka has a BS in biologyandchemand good will . 0
The Board of Rivers AllianceonJune 10 stry from D6Youville College in Buffalo

elected David Radka as a new director. NY and an MS in hydrogeology from

Rivers Alliance Member is Honored as
a Green Architecture Pioneer

Donald Watson, AlA, got involved in now almost five thousand homes that useEfficient Building Principles and Prac-

what is now known as green architecturea form of green technology to curb energyices(co-author Kenneth Labs). Mr.

in the 1960s designing buildings with consumption. Watson is currently writing his 12book,

energysaving solar features. When Mr. entitledDesign With Water Mr. Watson

Watson started working with solar tech- While designing a new home is out of thehas been a member of Rivers Alliance

nology to reduce energy consumption thegquestion for most of us, Mr. Watson has since 2007.

panels had to be billboard sized and costsome suggestions to reduce energy use.

about ten times as much as they do todajrhe most important is to seal every base-
ment crack with caulk. The cumulative

This year Mr. Watson was honored at theeffect of those leaks is equivalent to keep-

U.S. Green Buil di ning@mndowopeh &l gearfrourfd.t lese-n t

annual convention as one of eight peoplelating drapes are useful year round by

to receive the Co u keepinglGeatinside am the wirgehang heat

Award and was given a Presidential Cita-outside in the summer.

tion for his career achievements from the

American Institute of Architects. Mr. Watson is the author of several tech-

In 1973, Mr. Watson worked on a house nical books includingime Saver Stan-

in Westbrook, Connecticut, that was one dards for Building Materials and Sys-

of the first in the country to use solar tems: Design Criteria and selection Data

power for heat and hot water. There are andClimactic Building Design: Energy
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Report from the Executive Directad Continued from page 1

But this fight will go down to the last and we believe we have the team to suc- Connecticut Fund for the Environment,
minute. As | write, legislators and the  ceed next year. on regulation of excess phosphorus,
governor are in budget negotiations. which leads to algae blooms and oxygen
No one knows when we will get a final We pushed equally hard for a bill to depletion.
budget or what will be in it. protect vegetation around surface

waters and wetlandsT h i s f b u f fTkeanks @ théd Gebffrey C. Hughes
Political Weather Report: (5934) hit a wall after passing through ~ Foundation, we have been able to pur-
Hard Winter, Hot Summer three committees. The same thing hap- sue study of the performance of alter-
Connecticutds pol i tpénedssdme tereatseagos whanauwffers nate technology (AT) for orsite sewage
never faced such a deficit as we have legislation was first attempted. But there treatment. In this, we are partnering
now. Most were literally stunned. It are some encouraging changes. More with The Nature Conservancy, whose

stands at approximately $1 billion for people understand the issue. The chairs White Paper on the technology is the
fiscal year 0809, a nfdhe &nvirodrnt Bammittede made ibav keest guidénse far to developments in
next two years. Everyone wants to limit top priority. Top scientists came outin  Connecticut. This controversial techno
loss. Progress is on hold awaiting a support. And there is a large coalition  logy is being promoted as an alternative
fisti mulus. 0 involved. We do need to make progress to traditional septic systems and tradi-
on this issue. Runoff water from lawns tional sewers. It can be used for good
In the first weeks of the legislative ses-  and pavement is degrading water quality purposes or to cram development onto

sion, Rivers Alliance and other state-  and promoting dead zones in the Sound. ecologically sensitive land. In this
wide environmental groups had to fight The simplest, cheapest cure is to let project, we have gathered data on actual
a series of aggressive bills to roll back  npatural vegetation do its job. performance in the field, applicable laws,
or eliminate environmental protections. likely costs, energy use, and other issues
The idea was that, in bad financial Some good bills that we supported of importance to local commissioners
times, the state c pasdedinthdafeasroftrecyrlimy, controln znd homeownersWe are in the midst of
mental laws.Bills were raised to waive  of sprawl, and reduction in toxins. But  writing a report, with information for
in full or part the authority of: Only time and a state budget will tell local decision makers and recommenda-
1§ the Clean Water Act to limit copper What benefits derive from these efforts.  tions for policy makersOur group sub-
pollution from boathull washing; This summer, we will be fighting not mitted extensi\_/e comments to the DEP_
{  the Connecticut Environmental only for stream gages, but, in collabora- on the plan to install more than 400 resi-
Policy Act to regulate uses on state tion with many groups, we will do out bit dential AT units in Old Saybrook, and
owned land: d 'y group I7' h Connecticut Fund for the Environment
’ to guard against crippling cuts to the submitted a separate memo on legal
9 the DEP to regulate school con- DEP and state environmental programs. problems with the DEP
struction in a floodplain; In particular, we want to save the Coun- project.
f the DEP to regul ataqnEnyiopmengal Qugliyyand save
projects. funding for clean water, sewage treat- Having Fun Paddling
ment, and open space. This kind of year makes one want to
All of these bad bills were either . . paddle away from it allSo Rivers Alli-
defeated or déanged, with Rivers Alli-  Keeping the Faith _ _ ance was delighted to have the opportu-
ance as one of the half dozen lead or- ~ Luckily, most of the work of Rivers All- nity to merge with an informal paddlers
ganizations negotiating on behalf of the @nce is done outside the political arena. - ,sqciation to launch a Water Trails
environment. Despite the recession, our traditional - pyam \we have started a special sec-
_ programs are in good health. tion on website for Water Trails, where
We pushed Bard for a bill to state un- Our twiceyearly Conservation Network V€ post information about padding and
equivocally that the state is committed  ~ " " =2 = L o bopular trails all around the state. We have an
to the preservation of inlandvetlands. X Y popuiar. expert steering committee that advises on
e o i (s T e curetround ofh Watrshod . Pt padlrs e ndvan o o
hancements to the Iﬁland Wetland's; and SStance Small Grants program dispersed We aim to fie In water tralls, land tralls,
Watercourses Act) used the same statu- just over $52,000 to 11 local groups and community businesses or c_enters
tory language and applied it to infand across the state. This is ageanting that want to see more paddlers: outfitters,
wetlands and watercourses. The bill ~ Pre9ram using the Clean Water Act inns, restaurant, museurms, and so on.
, L funds, which come through the DEP to  The rivers of Connecticut are a great
was supported by a wide coalition, in- Rivers Alliance ecologicaland economic asset.
cluding the DEP.It passed the Senate '
unanimously (!) but died in debate in the \ye do policy work as cehair of the Once again, to all member
House about two hours before the end of\y/5ter Planning Council Advisory of Rivers Alliance of Con- ‘1
session.Connecticut Fund forthe Envi- G o yp: as member s deCicithMANHE P s
ronment was our partner in this effort,  committees on streamflow: and, with THANKS.
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FUNDING RECEIVED TO WORK ~ awaited increases in river
ows, beginning this summer.
ON THE SHEPAUG RIVER

The Connecticut Community
Foundation determined two

years ago to support major

Thanks to a generous grant from the Connecticut Community” > X
environmental work in the

Foundation, Rivers Alliance of Connecticut and a coalition of Waterb : ith th
stakeholders are working to gather baseline information on atir ury region, with the
existing ecological conditions in and along the Shepaug RiverSmphasis on water resources

The work is proceeding rapidly in order to prepare for fon and collaboration among envi-
P g rapicly prep ¢ ronmental groups. The grant

for the Shepaug project totals
$30,000, including approxi-
mately $5,000 for water
guality monitoring equipment
that will be placed just down-

stream of the new releases of
water Margaret Miner taking part in one of five maero

. invertebrate sampling sessions this spring on the
Shepaug River. The sessions were led by Jenifer
Rivers Alliance Executive ~ Gu"erorHva
DirectorMargaret Miner
sai d, AWith its | eadership and
nity Foundation has created a cooperative, wateralgel ini-

tiative that wildl protect this

AData on the effect of the incl
ble through the grant, will assist the coalition of Shepaug River
stakeholders and other river groups in Connecticut in managing

From left to right: Randy Bernard (Steep Rock Association), Ingrid Manning (CT Community and restor.| ringrld Manmmgr, SEO oftheot ed

Foundation), Amanda Branson (Rivers Alliance of CT), and Jenifer Gunther (Housatonic Connecticut Community Foundation.
Valley Association).

IN MEMORIAM

Rivers Alliance member Edmund K. ANedoO Swi
was the founder of the Shepaug Valley Archaeological Society (later the American Indian
Archaeological Institute) and dounder of the Institute for American Indian Studies. He
combined an enthusiasm for the natural world and outdoor adventures with a solid academic
training: high school diploma from Hotchkiss; BA from Yale University; MS from the Yale
Conservation School; and Ph.D. in Conservation and Education from Columbia Pacific Uni-
versity. He was a much loved teacher at The Gunnery school in Washington for many years.
In April 2009, he published Whi t e Manés Journey to a Nort
Relevance TodayHe is survived by his wife, Debbie, three children, eleven grandchildren,
z%nd a great granddaughter.
granddaughter

Edmund fANedo Swigart wit Rebecca

Mary E. Miner, a longtime member of Rivers Alliance and sister of Executive Director, Mar-
garet Miner, died in her home in South Kent, CT, on March 26. Teacher, artist, and musician,
she had many pupils in New York City and Connecticut. Her landscapes of the region were
popular, and she was active in efforts to conserve the valley off Treasure Hill Road in South
Kent. She requested that the majority of her property go into conservation to protect headwa-
ters and wetlands. Her pro bono work for Rivers Alliance included the art in our popular buff-
ers brochure. Rivers Alliance received generous gifts in her name from Charlotte and David
Koskoff and Matthew O6Connell

Mary E. Miner
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